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Questions to Consider When Forming School Social Groups 

 

  

 

Guided 
Questions 

 

Possible Answers 

Overall Language 
Level 
 
Where are this 
student’s 
language abilities 
on a 
developmental 
continuum? 
 

Language is 
significantly below 
age expectations 
and has difficulty 
with abstract 
concepts 
 
 

Exhibits marked to mild language weaknesses 
and/or delay but is able to participate in 
supported discussion about metacognitive 
concepts 
 

Language structure 
(vocabulary/syntax) 
is at or above age 
expectations 

General Social 
Awareness Level 
 
How well does 
this student 
attend to social 
information and 
where is his 
awareness level 
of how others 
perceive him? 
 

Significant lack of 
awareness of how 
he/she affects the 
thoughts of 
others, or what to 
expect from even 
familiar social 
situations 

Weak social 
awareness and 
generally unaware 
of how others 
perceive their social 
awkwardness 

Atypical social 
awareness and 
becoming aware that 
others may view them 
as awkward.  Also 
aware of students who 
stand out from them 
with much weaker 
social awareness 

Seems to be very 
aware that others 
are thinking about 
her but significant 
difficulty with 
accurately guessing 
what others are 
thinking 

Grade Level  
vs Social 
Development 
Level 
 
How well does 
this student 
‘blend’ with same 
age/grade peers 
in an educational 
setting? 

Significantly 
delayed 
development 
  
Academic and 
instructional 
needs require 
highly specialized 
instruction 

Social interaction 
patterns of a much 
younger student 
 
Academic and 
instructional needs 
most often focus on 
fundamental 
academics and/or 
life skills 

Social 
interaction 
patterns 
appear 
obviously 
younger 
than 
same-
grade 
peers  

Social 
interaction 
patterns 
appear 
younger 
but often 
able to 
‘blend’ 
with  
peers 
 

Social interaction 
patterns most often 
appear age 
appropriate or 
subtle enough that 
social challenges 
become more 
apparent over time 
or in nuanced 
situations 
 
Academic and 
instructional needs 
are at grade  
level or higher 

Academic instructional 
needs most often focus 
on basic academics  
or possibly grade  
level academics 

Consider  
Social Learning 
through  → 

Functional 
Communication 

Instruction 
Social Grouping 3 Social Grouping 2 Social Grouping 1 

START 
HERE 
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Consider the following attributes specific to each 
member in these two areas: 

Extrovert/Introvert 
Tendencies Scale 
 
How well does this 
student initiate 
with others and 
contribute in a 
small group 
setting? 

Significant cues or scaffolding  
needed to engage socially with  
others. (Could be described  
as: withdrawn, overly-shy,  
often non-responsive) 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Consider putting in a group with 
students in the middle range  

of this scale 

Significant difficulty with inhibiting  
social engagement. (Could be  

described as: dominating, 
 blurting, answers for 

 others, pressive) 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Consider putting in a group with  
students in the middle range  

of this scale 
 

or 
 

Consider 1:1 sessions for a time to 
further explore difficulty with this 

area and practice strategies without 
the added demands that a small 

group setting creates 
 

Overall  
Flexibility Scale 
 
How well does this 
student adjust his 
thinking, actions or 
emotions to the 
context or 
expectations of 
others?  

Difficulty with being flexible 
 ‘to a fault’ and often does  
not recognize or respond  
to obvious problems  
or discomfort 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Consider putting in a group with 
students in the middle range  

of this scale 

Significant difficulty following  
suggestions of others,  

adapting to subtle  
changes or thinking  

flexibly 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Consider putting in a group with  
students in the middle range  

of this scale 
 

or 
 

Consider 1:1 sessions for a time to 
further explore difficulty with this 

area and practice strategies without 
the added demands that a small 

group setting creates 
 

Introverted Extroverted 

Flexible Inflexible 
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